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CORRESPONDENCE 443 

Thomas Jefferson and Moliere 

My colleague, Professor R. L. Rusk, has called my attention to 
a letter written by Thomas Jefferson to Dr. James Currie, and 
dated January the 18th, 1786, at Paris. After referring to the 
Encyclopedie, he adds: 

" The medical part has not yet begun to appear, that author having 
chosen to publish the whole at once. I do not expect it will be the most 
valuable part of the work, for that science was demolished here by the 
blows of Moliere, and in a nation so addicted to ridicule, I question if ever 
it rises under the weight while his comedies continue to be acted. It 
furnished the most striking proof I have ever seen in my life of the injury 
which ridicule is capable of doing." 1 

It is interesting to note that 113 years after Moliere's death 
Jefferson should be of the opinion that in France the practice of 
medicine had not recovered from the effects of the good-natured 
satire of the great comic writer. 

E. C. Hills. 

Indiana University. 



"Sweet, Reluctant, Amorous Delay" among Some 
Eighteenth Century English Poets 

To every generation certain lines from great or near-great poets 

become by-words. But the by-words of one generation are apt to 

differ from those of another. One line from Milton seems to have 

become a by-word to English poets in the latter eighteenth century, 

and since then has returned to the class of lines which are admired 

but not continually quoted. In Paradise Lost (Book iy, lines 310- 

311), Eve yields to Adam's domination with "coy submission, 

modest pride," 

And sweet, reluctant, amorous delay. 

Erasmus Darwin (Temple of Nature, Canto n, line 158) appro- 
priates the entire line as it stands. Richard Payne Knight, in 
his didactic poem, The Progress of Civil Society (Book in, line 
227), also appropriates it bodily, except for changing the "and" 
to "with." Neither writer acknowledges his source. Anna Sew- 
ard, the Swan of Lichfield, imitates the line, in a letter to Miss 
Weston, 1787 (Miss Seward's Correspondence, Vol. I, page 264), 
as "sweet, reluctant, indolent delay," mentioning Milton in con- 
nection with it. William Collins echoes the line, though he does 
not appropriate it bodily, in his Verses on a Paper which Contained 
a Piece of Bride-Cake given to the Author by a Lady (line 19) : 

Reluctant pride, and amorous faint consent. 

1 The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, collected and edited by Paul Leicester 
Ford, Putnam's, New York, 1894, Vol. iv, pp. 132-133. 



